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Patients suffer from progressive loss of muscle strength due to the absence or defect of the dystrophin protein, often 
making them wheelchair bound before the age of 12. Respiratory and cardiac muscle can also be affected by the 
disease and most patients die in early adulthood due to respiratory and cardiac failure.  
 
 
About exon skipping  
The dystrophin gene is the largest gene in the body, consisting of 79 exons. Exons are small sequences of genetic 
code which lead to the manufacture of sections of protein. In DMD, when certain exons are mutated/deleted, the RNA 
cannot read past the fault. This prevents the rest of the exons being read, resulting in a non-functional dystrophin 
protein and the severe symptoms of DMD. 
RNA-based therapeutics, specifically antisense oligonucleotides inducing exon skipping, are currently in development 
for DMD. This technology uses small pieces of DNA called antisense oligonucleotides to skip a defective exon and 
thereby correct the reading frame, enabling the production of a novel dystrophin protein.  Up to 13% of boys with DMD 
have dystrophin gene mutation/deletions amenable to an exon 51 skip.  
 
About GlaxoSmithKline 
GlaxoSmithKline – one of the world’s leading research-based pharmaceutical and healthcare companies – is 
committed to improving the quality of human life by enabling people to do more, feel better and live longer.  For further 
information please visit www.gsk.com 
 
About Prosensa  
Prosensa is an innovative Dutch biopharmaceutical company focused on the discovery, development and 
commercialization of RNA modulating therapeutics correcting gene expression in diseases with large unmet medical 
needs, in particular neuromuscular disorders. Prosensa’s focus is on developing a treatment for DMD. In 2009 
Prosensa entered into a strategic alliance for part of its DMD exon skipping program with GlaxoSmithKline. 
 
Prosensa is a privately held biopharmaceutical company, backed by a consortium of Abingworth, AGF Private Equity, 
GIMV, LSP and MedSciences Capital. For more information about Prosensa, please visit www.prosensa.com 
 
For more information please contact: 
Prosensa Enquiries:  
Luc Dochez  +31 71 332 2085 
Giles Campion  +31 71 332 2100 
 
For Media enquiries: 
College Hill Life Sciences 
Adam Michael, Anastasios Koutsos +44 20 7457 2020, prosensa@collegehill.com 
 
 
GlaxoSmithKline Enquiries:   
UK Media enquiries: David Mawdsley (020) 8047 5502 
 Claire Brough (020) 8047 5502 
 Stephen Rea (020) 8047 5502 
 Alexandra Harrison (020) 8047 5502 
 Jo Revill (020) 8047 5502 
   
US Media enquiries: Nancy Pekarek (919) 483 2839 
 Mary Anne Rhyne (919) 483 2839 
 Kevin Colgan (919) 483 2839 
 Jennifer Armstrong (919) 483 2839 
   
European Analyst/Investor enquiries: Sally Ferguson (020) 8047 5543 
 Gary Davies (020) 8047 5503 
   
US Analyst/ Investor enquiries: Tom Curry (215) 751 5419 
 Jen Hill Baxter (215) 751 7002 
 
 



  

 

GlaxoSmithKline cautionary statement regarding forward-looking statements 
Under the safe harbor provisions of the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, GSK cautions investors 
that any forward-looking statements or projections made by GSK, including those made in this announcement, are 
subject to risks and uncertainties that may cause actual results to differ materially from those projected. Factors that 
may affect GSK' s operations are described under 'Risk Factors' in the 'Business Review' in the company' s Annual 
Report on Form 20-F for 2009. 
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